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For Immediate Release 

THOMSON SCIENTIFIC ANALYZES TEN YEARS OF INFLUENTIAL RESEARCH TO 
RANK TOP ONE PERCENT OF SCIENTIFIC PAPERS 

 
Newly Published Study Ranks Countries by Volume of Research Output and Research Influence

 
Philadelphia, PA USA, London UK, May 15, 2007 – Thomson Scientific, part of The Thomson 
Corporation (NYSE: TOC; TSX: TOC) and leading provider of information solutions to the 
worldwide research and business communities, today announced the results of an in-depth study of 
which nations have produced the largest number of elite papers over the last decade.  In the 
May/June issue of Science Watch, a subscription newsletter that uses unique citation data from 
Thomson Scientific to provide rankings, interviews and reports on today's most significant science, 
13 countries are ranked based on both the volume and percentage of published scientific papers (in 
journals listed in Thomson Scientific’s Web of Science®) that reached the top one percent of most-
cited papers worldwide. 
 
“This survey takes a different approach when ranking elite papers both overall and in specialty 
fields,” said Chris King, editor of Science Watch.  “We examined these papers on a global scale 
and identified which nations are leading scientific thought across all concentrations.” 
 
The United States has produced a staggering number of scientific papers over the last decade — 
more than 2.9 million — and took the lead in both the total papers among the top one percent, and 
the percentage of total papers among the top one percent.  
 
“Considering the sheer volume of papers published by the United States, it is no surprise to see the 
country top the rankings of total number of papers among the top one percent,” said King.  “The 
fact that the U.S. also leads the rankings in percentage of papers among the top one percent 
demonstrates its tremendous influence on modern scientific thought.”   
 
Japan ranked second with 790,510 published papers or roughly one-third of the United States’ 
publication output.  England also had a profound influence by placing second highest in both total 
number of papers and percentage of papers among the top one percent by having published 
660,808, or about one-fourth of the United States’ total papers. 
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Total Papers in All Fields from 1996-2006 
 

 
Country 

Total Papers, 
1996-2006 

United States 2,907,592 
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124,940 Taiwan  
 
 

 
 

Total Papers Among Top 1% Most Cited in All Fields 
 
 

Country 
Papers Among Top  

1% Most Cited 

United States 54,516 
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Percentage of Total Papers in All Fields Among Top 1% Most Cited  
 
 

 

Country 
Percentage of Papers  

Among Top 1%  

United States 1.87 
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 India 0.33  
 
 
About The Thomson Corporation 
The Thomson Corporation (www.thomson.com) is a global leader in providing essential electronic workflow solutions 
to business and professional customers. With operational headquarters in Stamford, Conn., Thomson provides value-
added information, software tools and applications to professionals in the fields of law, tax, accounting, financial 
services, scientific research and healthcare. The Corporation's common shares are listed on the New York and Toronto 
stock exchanges (NYSE: TOC; TSX: TOC). 
 
Thomson Scientific is a business of The Thomson Corporation.  Its information solutions assist professionals at every 
stage of research and development—from discovery to analysis to product development and distribution. Thomson 
Scientific information solutions can be found at scientific.thomson.com. 
 
NOTE: For information on subscribing to Science Watch, contact Christopher King tel: +1 215.823.5341 
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Note to Editors:  For more information about the elite papers rankings, contact:  
Chris Lukach at 856-988-6560, ext. 15 or chris@mail.akleinpr.com.  
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